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Justice O'Brien at the Wicklow Assizes on the 28th March ;
Peter the Packer and Edward Carson were counsel for the
prosecution, and Mr. Martin Burke defended the prisoners.
The facts of the night of the 3ist January were recounted
and proved by Norah Fitzmaurice, who showed herself a
most unwilling and ambiguous witness on the first day of
the trial : her identification of the two witnesses was not con-
vincing, and she seemed restrained by some overmastering
fear. The Grown had valuable information connecting the
prisoner with the Land League, but this was reserved by the
wary Carson for cross-examination. After the adjournment
she had an interview with O'Brien and Carson, telling them
that one of the murderers was certainly Hayes. On the next
day Sergeant Harris of the R.I.C, told how he had come to
arrest Moriarty : he watched Norah Fitzmaurice walking
along the village street and pass Moriarty. He saw the girl
speak to him and then look earnestly after him.
On the third day of the trial Mr. Burke opened the de-
fence : he said he could frame a complete alibi. He would
call witnesses to prove that the prisoners were sleeping
peacefully miles away at the time the murder was committed ;
he said that the girl had told quite a different story in Court
to that which she had told the police. The police, he said,
had obviously influenced her mind by suggestion. Of course,
witnesses were called who framed a careful ec Westmeath
alibi " ; and so circumstantial was their account that their
"J evidence was difficult to shake ; but Carson took it as com-
mon form, as being carefully prepared in advance, always
possible in a conspiracy. It was otherwise with the more in-
dependent evidence. John Carroll, the parish clerk, was
called to contradict the evidence of Norah Fitzmaurice :
according to his account, he had asked her, " Why do you
pick on Danny Moriarty ? " She had replied, " I don't
think he is the man at all." Peter O'Brien then rose to cross-
examine : the witness perforce admitted that the girl had
named Hayes to him as the murderer, and that he had de-
scribed this as a lie. But there were further questions. Had
the witness subscribed to the fund for the defence ? No, but
he had been invited so to do by the solicitor for the defence